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COMMITTEE PROCESS 

 

1. The Committee met on May 6th, 2010. Committee members present were Cathy Corsetti 

(Chair), Susan McGrath (Vice-Chair), Marion Boyd, Robert Burd (by telephone), James 

Caskey, Paul Dray,  Seymour Epstein, Michelle Haigh, Glenn Hainey, Paul Henderson, 

Doug Lewis, Ken Mitchell and Cathy Strosberg.  The Chair of the Governance Task 

Force, Tom Heintzman, attended for the first item. Staff members in attendance were 

Diana Miles, Katherine Corrick, Terry Knott, Elliot Spears, Sheena Weir, Jim Varro, 

Arwen Tillman, Sophie Galipeau and Julia Bass.   
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FOR DECISION 

 

TERM LIMITS FOR PARALEGAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Motion  

2. That By-law 3 be amended to provide for a term limit of 12 years for  elected 

paralegal members of the Paralegal Standing Committee. 

 

Background  

3. In December 2009, Convocation approved reforms to the Law Society’s governance 

structure, including term limits for elected benchers. To facilitate renewal at 

Convocation, the maximum length of time that a bencher can now serve is 12 years. This 

applies to all elected benchers including the paralegal benchers. 

 

4. However, when the governance reforms were adopted, the report was silent on how this 

policy should apply to the other paralegal members of the Paralegal Standing 

Committee. The implementation report from the Governance Task Force is to be 

presented to May Convocation. 

 

The Committee’s Deliberations 

5. The Chair of the Governance Task Force, Mr Heintzman, presented the rationale for the 

term limits adopted by Convocation. The Committee considered the arguments for and 

against term limits as set out in the Task Force Report adopted by Convocation.  

 

6. The Committee was of the view that term limits would foster renewal of the Committee 

and the introduction of new ideas and perspectives, and that over time, term limits would 

mean that a larger number of paralegals would serve on the Committee, which is likely 

to foster a broader understanding and appreciation of the work of the Law Society.  
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7. The Committee considered that it would be consistent to provide for a term limit of 12 

years, the same length as the term limit for benchers. 

  

8. The necessary by-law amendments are included in the Report of the Task Force on 

Governance at TAB 7. 
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AMENDMENT TO RULE 4.01 OF THE  

PARALEGAL RULES OF CONDUCT 
 

Motion  

9. That rule 4.01 of the Paralegal Rules of Conduct be amended to add the following 

subrule: 

 
Duty as Prosecutor 

4.01 (5.1) When acting as a prosecutor, a paralegal shall act for the public and 
the administration of justice resolutely and honourably within the limits of the 
law while treating the tribunal with candour, fairness, courtesy, and respect.  

 

Background  

10. The Committee has noted that the lawyers’ Rules of Professional Conduct contain a 

provision addressing the lawyer’s professional responsibilities when acting as a 

prosecutor, while  there is no comparable provision in the Paralegal Rules. The 

Committee favoured amending the Paralegal Rules of Conduct to address this. 

 

11. After reviewing the lawyers’ Rules of Professional Conduct wording was developed, 

based on the wording of the lawyers’ Rules of Professional Conduct. 

 

The Committee’s Deliberations 

12. The Committee noted that paralegal prosecutors are covered by the exemption from 

licensing in By-law 4, under the heading “In-house legal services provider”. At the 

present time, some prosecutors have chosen to become licensed but many have not. The 

new provision in the rules will only apply to prosecutors who have chosen to become 

licensed. 

 

13. However, given the policy of encouraging exempted persons to become licensed, as 

shown by the Integration Project currently under development, it is appropriate to 

provide for licensed prosecutors in the Paralegal Rules in the same manner as in the 

lawyers’ Rules. 
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FOR INFORMATION 

 
 

DEMOGRAPHIC REPORT ON PARALEGAL ELECTION 

 

14. The first election of paralegal members of the Paralegal Standing Committee was held 

during the month of March 2010. A demographic report on the paralegal election 

provided by Computershare is attached at Appendix 1. 

 

 
ADJUSTMENT TO CALCULATION OF CPD REQUIREMENT: NEW LICENSEES 
 

 

15. The Committee approved the adjustment to the calculation of Continuing Professional 

Development being recommended by the Professional Development & Competence 

Committee, in the Report at TAB 9. 
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