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2015 BENCHER ELECTION
 

William C. McDowell 
wmcdowell@litigate.com  

Me 

I grew up in Trenton.  When I came to law school in Toronto, I formed a 
clever plan to get my degree, find articles, get called, and head back to 
Trenton (or Belleville or Kingston) to practise. Thirty-two years later, 
things are not shaping up that way.  

As a litigator, I have practised with the one of the largest firms in the 
country, served in Ottawa as Associate Deputy Minister of Justice for 
Canada, and now practise at Lenczner Slaght, a litigation boutique. My 
practice has been broad, focusing now on commercial litigation, public 
law and libel but with extended stops in Commissions of Inquiry and 
commercial crime. Leaving aside a day here or there, I have thoroughly 
enjoyed the journey so far. 

Why Me? 

I said when I first ran for Bencher in 2011 that I hoped to help 
Convocation bridge its many divisions given the diversity of the 
profession.  This seemed to be a modest promise, but as it turned out, 
the past four years presented some of the most difficult issues the Law 
Society has confronted in its recent history.  Our response to the articling 
crisis, and the creation of the Law Practice Program, presents one 
example. We have also struggled to find practical and focussed ways to 
improve access to justice.  I have been immensely proud of my 
colleagues for the civility which has surrounded the discussion of these 
and our other hard questions.   

I have had the privilege to be included in many of these efforts. I have 
led the Society’s relations with the federal and provincial governments as 
Chair of the Government Relations Committee. Our Committee worked 
with the provincial government to ensure new investment in Legal Aid. 

Early in my term, I acted as Chair of the Professional Regulation 
Committee as we synchronized our Rules of Professional Conduct with 
the new National Code of the Federation of Law Societies. I continue to 
work with the Committee on Racialized Licensees as we strive to ensure 
a level playing field for all Ontario lawyers. 
 

  Professional 
● Partner, Lenczner Slaght Royce 
Smith Griffin LLP 
● Associate Deputy Minister of 
Justice (2005-2008) 
● Associate, Partner, McCarthy 
Tétrault LLP (1988-2005) 
 
Other Activities 
● Vice-Chair, University of Toronto 
Academic Disciplinary Tribunal (2010) 
● Federal Lead on the Tri-level 
Committee on Gang Crime (2006-
2008) 
● Director, The Advocates’ Society 
(2006-2010) 
● Membre, Conseil 
d’Administration l’Alliance Française de 
Toronto (2001-2004) 
● Instructor in Advocacy, University of 
Toronto, Osgoode, Queen’s (1999-
2011) 
● Counsel to Toronto Chief of Police 
in the JKE “Mega-Inquest” Into Mental 
Health (2013-2014) 
● Counsel to the Chief Justice of 
Ontario for the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (2008) 
 
Awards 
●   Department of Justice National 
Award (2007) 
● Arbor Award, University of Toronto 
(1999) 
 
 




