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2015 BENCHER ELECTION
 

Sandra Y. Nishikawa 
sandra@sandraforbencher.ca  

A diverse and inclusive profession is a more vibrant profession, 
and one that will better serve the public interest. 
As a bencher, I will bring 15 years of experience as a litigator in the 
public and private sectors, in Ontario and in the United States.  This 
experience has made me a practical and results-oriented advocate, who 
sees issues from a range of perspectives, while balancing broader policy 
or client objectives.  De plus, en tant qu’avocate bilingue, je valorise la 
pluralité linguistique canadienne.   
My priorities as a bencher will be as follows: 

 Accountability and Engagement – We must manage the Law 
Society’s resources responsibly, to ensure its continued ability to 
address the most pressing issues.  I will enhance accountability 
and member engagement by advocating for increased 
transparency at the Law Society, particularly at Convocation.   

 Equity and Inclusion – As Chair of the Equity Advisory Group 
(EAG), I have been actively involved in the Challenges Faced by 
Racialized Licensees project, among other initiatives.  I am 
committed to ensuring that concrete steps are taken to address 
the challenges that have been identified.   

 Access to Justice – As a member of The Action Group on 
Access to Justice (TAG) Reference Group, I have been engaged 
in developing the framework for the Law Society’s role.  I will 
continue to help find ways for the Law Society to improve access 
to justice.   

 Pathways to the Profession – As EAG commented when the 
Law Practice Program (LPP) was proposed, the LPP must not 
become a second tier that disproportionately impacts equity-
seeking groups.  Entry to and advancement in the profession 
should be accessible to all.   

Over the years, I have had the privilege of collaborating and building 
relationships with lawyers, paralegals and organizations from various 
practice areas and settings, and believe that Convocation must 
represent the full diversity of the profession.  I would be honoured to 
bring my perspective, experience and commitment to serve as your 
bencher.  Please visit www.sandraforbencher.ca.  
 

 

  Counsel, Ministry of the Attorney 
General, Crown Law Office Civil 
Department of Justice (2003-2011) 
Shearman & Sterling LLP, New York 
(1999-2002) 
 
Professional Activities: 
 Chair, EAG, LSUC (member since 

2008) 
 Director, Women’s Legal 

Education and Action Fund 
(LEAF) 

 Director/VP External, Federation 
of Asian Canadian Lawyers (2012-
14) 

 Chair, DOJ Advisory Committee 
on Visible Minorities (2007-08) 

 TAG Reference Group 
 Chief Justice’s Advisory 

Committee on Professionalism 
 OBA, Advocates’ Society 
 
Education: 
Called 1999 (Ontario and New York) 
LL.M., Toronto (2009) 
LL.B./B.C.L., McGill (1997) 
B.A., Toronto (1993) 
Married with 3 children  
 

 

http://www.sandraforbencher.ca/



