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Peter Beach East 
pbeach@beachmunsterman.com  

After years of concentrating my energies on my practice, I have recently 
been galvanized into action by issues that I see as important to the 
future of the legal profession. I want to play a part in maintaining the 
viability of the practice of law so that younger lawyers are able to share 
my pride in being a lawyer.  
 
Some of My Concerns: 
 
Legal Aid  
It is crucial that lawyers practicing in areas extensively covered by Legal 
Aid be properly renumerated.  Our justice system depends on a strong, 
independent bar; the bar can be neither strong nor independent if it is 
underfunded.  The Law Society should be playing an active role in 
addressing the Legal Aid situation. 
Sole Practitioners / Small firms 
Having been a practitioner in a small firm for my entire career, I have 
experienced the many challenges of running a small business.  It is vital 
that members of small firms, particularly those in outlying areas, be 
adequately represented and be given the support they require to sustain 
their practices. 
Development of the Profession 
The issue of articling and the ever-increasing numbers entering the 
profession needs to be re-addressed. Subsidizing small firms and sole 
practitioners to hire articling students would encourage them to shoulder 
this financial burden. 
Transparency of the Law Society 
The Law Society and its workings should not be a closed book.  
Convocation and its decisions should be accessible to lawyers and made 
available via webcast.   
What I have to Offer 
I have reached the stage in my career where I have the time to take on 
the responsibilities of a Bencher. I intend to vigorously defend the 
interests of rank and file members of our profession.   
 
Website and video: www.peterbeach.ca  
 

 Peter Beach was called to the Bar at 
Gray’s Inn London in 1970.  
 
From 1970 to 1973 he took a 
Master’s degree in Criminology at 
the University of Ottawa where he 
was also President of the Student 
Federation.  
 
He practiced as a barrister in 
London from 1974 to 1982, 
conducting many jury trials 
including appearing at the Old 
Bailey. He is still a member of the 
English Bar. 
 
He was called to the Bar in Ontario 
in 1984 and has practiced here in 
criminal law ever since.  
 
He is a member of: 
Defense Counsel Association of 
Ottawa  
Criminal Lawyers Association, 
County of Carleton Law Association 
Advocates’ Society  
 

 

http://www.peterbeach.ca/



