
Voting Guide Bencher Election 2015 Return to Candidate List > 

2015 BENC HER ELEC TI O N
 

Susan T. McGrath Northeast 
mcgrath@nt.net  

I believe that I have the experience, commitment and dedication 
necessary to continue to serve your interests as a Bencher. I have 
served as your Bencher in various capacities over the last 8 years and 
would be honoured to be elected to continue to do so. 
 
I have served as Chair of LawPro, Co-Chair of the Alternative Business 
Structures Working Group, Vice-Chair of the Paralegal Standing 
Committee, Past Chair of the Compensation Fund Committee and 
Interjurisdictional Mobility Committee, a member of Priority Planning, and 
Government and Public Relations Committees, the Alliance for 
Sustainable Legal Aid, Strategic Planning Working Group, and 
Unbundling Working Group. 
 
I am committed to the following initiatives: 
 
1.  The investment of time, services and financial resources to provide 
the support and assistance necessary to respond to the unique needs of 
solo and small firms. 
 
2.  Promoting and supporting measures that will maintain and improve 
the viability of our practices. 
 
3.  Maintaining the high level of integrity of the legal profession 
necessary to provide public confidence in the legal profession. 
 
4.  Strengthening the competency measures required to be entitled to 
continue to practice. 
 
5.  Advocating for adequate funding for legal aid, both at the provincial 
and federal levels. 
 
6.  Continuing the gathering of data and information on A.B.S., analyzing 
the results and continuing the dialogue with the professions on whether 
the Law Society should approve a model of A.B.S. that is tailored to the 
unique needs of our professions in Ontario, and which will preserve our 
professionalism and independence. 
 
7. Vigilance to protect the independence of the profession and, as a 
necessary component of that independence, the self-regulation of the 
profession. 
 
8. Continuing to work on access to justice issues, particularly focused on 
maintaining practices in smaller communities to ensure that access to 
justice is available to the public locally. 
 
9.  Ongoing liaison and discussion with the provincial and federal 
governments to further the goals and the mandate of the Law Society. 
 
10.  Listening to your concerns, issues, and ideas, and taking the 
appropriate steps to respond to them. 
 
I ask for your support. 

   
 
 
 
 
Sole Practitioner Iroquois Falls 
     1981-2015 
Bencher North East Region 
     2007-2015 
Chair of LawPro 
     2012-2015 
Co-Chair of A.B.S. Working Group 
Past Chair 
     Compensation Fund Committee 
     Interjurisdictional Mobility Committee 
Vice-Chair 
     Paralegal Standing Committee 
Member 
     Priority Planning Committee 
     Government & Public Affairs 
     Alliance for Sustainable Legal Aid 
     Strategic Planning Working Group 
     Unbundling Working Group 
President Cochrane Law Association 
     1982-1984 
CDLPA Representative 
     1982-1984, 1996-2000 
OCL Personal Rights Panel 
     1986-2000 
Legal Aid Area Committee 
     1980-1988, 1992-2010 
President Ontario Bar Association 
     1999-2000 
President Canadian Bar Association 
     2004-2005 
CBA Conflicts of Interest Task Force 
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