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Gina Papageorgiou 
papageorgioug@me.com  

The Right Honourable Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin said it best:  
 

“There is no justice without access to justice.” 
 
To me, achieving accessible justice entails confronting the enormous, 
profound and counterintuitive changes that have taken place in the legal 
profession over the past several decades. The number of lawyers has 
grown dramatically, but more and more people cannot afford them.  The 
Bar is more diverse overall, but women and racialized lawyers continue 
to face significant hurdles and barriers in advancement. We are all 
concerned about standards and professionalism, but opportunities for 
training and mentoring are harder and harder to find.  All of these issues 
are related.  Access to justice is not just about the price of legal services; 
it includes ensuring that the greater diversity of the profession is fully 
marshaled to the benefit of the clients and communities that we serve.  
We cannot achieve access to justice without addressing disparities in 
outcomes for women and racialized lawyers and without providing the 
best training and mentoring possible.  
 
For over a decade, everything I have done professionally has provided 
me with “on the ground” insight and perspective on these critical issues.  
As a Deputy Judge of the Small Claims Court, I help address impacts on 
diverse litigants who cannot afford legal advice or representation.  I 
cannot overstate the pride I feel for our profession when presiding over 
trials where young, earnest and talented lawyers provide their services at 
reduced rates or on a pro bono basis.  As counsel to the Class 
Proceedings Fund of the Law Foundation of Ontario, I help ensure that 
people with meritorious claims receive the funding they need to 
vigorously pursue them. As former President of the Schlifer Clinic and 
current Vice-Chair and Treasurer of the Human Rights Legal Support 
Centre I have led organizations which provide free legal services to 
some of the most marginalized and vulnerable people in our society, 
many of whom do not speak English.  These organizations pride 
themselves on their diversity. 
 
I have seen access to justice in action.  It is a realizable goal to which I 
am committed. 
 
www.ginapapageorgiou.ca 
 

  EDUCATION 
LLB: UWO, 1989 
Called to Bar:  Ontario, 1991 
LLM: Osgoode Hall Law School, 
2006 
 
CURRENT POSITIONS 
 
Counsel: Class Proceedings 
Committee of Law Foundation of 
Ontario since 2006 
Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Member:  
Board of the Human Rights Legal 
Support Centre since 2008 
Deputy Judge of the Small Claims 
Court since 2009 
 
PAST POSITIONS 
 
Partner: McCarthy Tétrault 
Assistant Crown Attorney: Ministry 
of Attorney General 
President: Barbra Schlifer 
Commemorative Clinic 
Special Investigator of Sexual 
Harassment Complaints: York 
University 
Special Lecturer, Business Law: 
University of Toronto 
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