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2015 BENCHER ELECTION
 

Susan Armatage Richer East 
susanricher@gmail.com  

 
As a bencher, I am willing to speak up about the issues that matter. 
There are many new challenges facing the legal profession in Ontario 
and we must be prepared to meet them. There is a lot of work to be 
done. 
 
Legal Aid 
A strong Legal Aid plan, which includes certificates to the lawyer of 
choice, is essential to a balanced criminal justice system and a free and 
democratic society.  
 
Small and Sole Practitioners 
Lawyers and paralegals in small practices should have access to 
education and practice assistance at a reasonable cost. Local libraries 
must continue to be available as places to meet and share ideas with 
colleagues as well as to conduct research. 
 
Les Droits Linguistiques 
Je continuerai de faire valoir les droits aux services en français devant 
les tribunaux et par le Barreau du Haut-Canada. 
 
Equity and Diversity 
People from all walks of life should be able to succeed in our profession - 
but for this to happen, it’s important we identify any systemic issues 
impeding this goal and take steps to rectify them. 
 
Discipline Hearings 
Although no longer mandatory for benchers, I consider this an important 
duty and will continue to approach hearings with fairness and empathy. 
 
The Future of the Profession 
The legal profession is changing and so are expectations surrounding 
what a work life should look like. It’s important that young people see law 
as a worthwhile career choice - and we need to ensure that they aren’t 
mistaken. At the heart of it all is the need for lawyers and paralegals to 
be competent, enjoy their work, and be able to earn a living.   
 
What I have to Offer 
I am enthusiastic, tenacious, and practical. I have the time and energy to 
work to improve the profession for us all. My web site is susanricher.com 
   
 

 

 
Background 

 Married with two grown 
children 

 Called to the bar in 1979 
 In practice with my husband 

focusing on criminal law 
 

The Law Society 
 Bencher since November 

2010 
 Member of Professional 

Regulation (vice chair), 
Access to Justice, and Equity 
and Aboriginal Affairs 
committees 

 Challenges Facing Racialized 
Licensees working group 

 Active and enthusiastic 
participant in bencher duties 
 

Professional Associations 
 County of Carleton Law 

Association 
 Criminal Lawyers’ Association 
 Defence Counsel Association 

of Ottawa 
 Women’s Law Association of 

Ontario 
 

 

http://www.susanricher.com/



